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A special committee of 
nationally known historians, 
alarmed that the influence 
and importance of the Na- 
tional Archives has been 
downgraded by Federal bu- 
reaucracy, has called for an 
independent branch ur-der a 
president'ially appointed ar- 
chivist of the United States. 

In an exhaustive study to 



roof: a breakdown in control 

' be submitted today to three 
top historical and archivist 
organizations, the . commit- 
tee said transfers in 1949 
and 1950 of document-keep- 
. ing functions to the General 
Services Administration 
have undermined the Ar- 
chives’ potential. 

“The loss of authority and 
influence of. the archivist of' 
the United States since 1949 
has resulted in grave dam- 



>ver the Nation’s records. 

age to the public interest,” 
the Committee, rep or ted, 
urging action to maintain 
the Archives’ integrity both 
as a cultural and service 
5 agency for the Nation. 

The committee criticized 
the system, but not the ad- 
ministration of Archivist 
Robert H. Bahmer. 

The committee was formed 
last year by the. American 
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£?ZZ7i Professional Panel Blasts 



Historical Association, the 
Organization of American 
Historians and the. Society 
of American' Archivists to 
study the role that the Ar- 
chives here 'should be 
playing. ! 

It is headed by Julian P- 
Boyd, professor of history 
at Princeton University, edi- 
tor of The Papers of Thomas 
Jefferson and a past presi- 
dent of the Historical Asso- 
ciation. : 

The report, said the 
group, is “the product of a 
long-felt concern on. the. 
part of historians, archivists 



and informed citizens . . . 

“It is grounded on the 
simple proposition that no 
nation can he said to have a 
prudent regard for its own 
interest, or a civilized na- 
tion hope to rise to great- 
ness, . if it .neglects the 
records that are indispens- 
able to the orderly conduct 
of government and serve 
over the centuries as the 
embodied memory of the 
aspirations and achieve- 
ments of its people.” 

Specifically, the group at- 
tacked implementation of a 
plan in 1949 that created 



new machinery for admin- 
istering Federal records that 
placed the National Archives 
establishment in a subordi- 
nate position. 

“The archival function of 
appraisal of records for dis- 
posal or for permanent 
preservation is inseparable” 
from records management, 
said the report, “and can 
only be performed by pro- 
fessional archivists, not by 
filing clerks.” 

But, the group noted, the 
office of archivist has, “in 
.almost complete disregard 
’of its relation to the fcuirtural 



heritage of a great nation,” 
been reduced to a bureau 
that merely has charge of 
supplies and space. 

. . As a result, important 
documents such as the an- 
nual, report of the archivist 
have been scrapped, re- 
placed by “a few paragraphs 
or pages subordinated to 
extended accounts of busi- 
ness operations on lands, 
buildings, transportation , 
and supplies”; with no re- 
gard to long-range policy, 
the committee concluded. 

The appraisal function of 




‘‘Neglect’ of N ational Archives 



the Archives is so under- 
staffed, the committee said, 
that it “cannot possibly car- 
ry out its awesome responsi- 
bility” of identifying what is 
valuable, among the approxi- 
mately 5 million cubic feet 
of new records created each 
year. 

The committee urged that 
the archivist be appointed 
not by the head of GSA but 
by the President on the basis 
of professional qualifica- 
tions, 1 to put the post on an 
independent footing com- 
parable to that of the Libra- 
rian of Congress and the 



secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Under the . group’s pro- 
posal, the archivist would be; 
assisted by a board of re- 
gents composed of all .liv- 
ing former Presidents; the 
Attorney General; the ad- 
ministrator of GSA;; the- pub- 
lic printer; representatives . 
of Congress and the judi- 
ciary, historians, records- 
management experts and 
public members. 

Until changes in the sys- 
tem are made, said the 
group, the Archives will - 
continue to demonstrate 



“the ill effeots of inadequate 
support of its cultural ob- 
jectives” through “the break- 
down in systematic controls 
over the great masses ., of 

records.” . 
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U.S. Envoy in Nicosia 
I' ANKARA, (UPI)— U.S'. Am- 
bassador Parker Hart flew to 
Nicosia Tuesday for a vacation 
which may include talks with 
Cypriot leaders. The: .Anatolian 
News Agency said Secretary 
General Zeki Kuneralp of the 
Turkish Foreign Office will 
also be in Nicosia Wednesday. 




